
 
 

       

         Duxbury Public Schools    
       School Committee Minutes 
       Regular Meeting – December 14, 2016 

          Alden School – Room104 

  I.         Welcome – Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance  
Mrs. Ward convened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.  Motion was made to enter into Executive Session 
for the purpose of negotiations and legal matters.  
Roll call vote: Mrs. Ward, yes; Mrs. Connolly, yes; Mrs. Moesaa, yes; Mrs. Adams, yes;  
Mr. Quigley, yes.  

  Mrs. Ward reconvened the meeting in open session at 7:00 p.m. 
Dr. Tantillo, Dr. Hunter and Mr. Proule were present.  

 
  II.        Welcome - Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
  III.      Approval of the Minutes of November 2, 2016  
  Motion:   Mrs. Connolly 
   Second:   Mrs. Adams 
             Unanimous 
 
  IV.      Reports for the School Committee                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
  A.   Superintendent 
   Dr. Tantillo reported: 

• The solar panels installation is moving along and should be completed by the due   
          January 6. 

• Last week Dr. Tantillo visited Mrs. Burns working with the 4th grade to code the Spheros 
Robotic ball. Students were able to write the code to have the ball move through a simple 
maze by itself after being programmed by the kids. 

• This past Monday Dr. Tantillo attended the DWA meeting, which is a group of teachers 
and administrators that meet to review what’s happening in our schools.  

• Dr. Hunter and Dr. Tantillo attended the FACTS meeting yesterday.  
• The second Credit for Life was held in the high school and the Steele Building. This year 

the entire senior class was involved.  Dr. Tantillo particularly enjoyed the wheel of 
fortune. 

• Next Tuesday morning, the high school will have the Best of the Bunch breakfast. This 
event recognizes students who go out of their way to help others and show acts of 
kindness. 

  
             B.   Curriculum 
   Dr. Hunter reported: 

• The District Curriculum Committee considered modifying the review cycle to focus on    
technology review for the 2017-2018 school year.  

• The December 5 professional development included the following work: 
 Alden/Chandler:  Reading strategies with Teaching and Learning Alliance Social Studies 
  English:  Collaboration across departments as to writing data and strategies    
• Science:  Review of the new state frameworks   
• Math:  Model inquiry lessons with Looney Math Consultants 
• World Language:  Language specific projects, reading assessments and curriculum 

revision Special Education:  Review of accommodations allowed for new MCAS    
• DEF rolled out the 2017 grant process at the December staff meetings at all four schools.  

Teachers are already beginning to share potential ideas so we look forward to another 
exciting grant season.   

   
 
 



 
 

  
 
 
  C.   Business Administrator 
           Mr. Proule discussed Article XX – Special Education Reserve Fund Acceptance 
       To see if the Town will accept M.G.L. Chapter 40, Section 13E, to establish, a reserve fund  
        known as the Special Education Reserve Fund for the purpose of reserving funds to be used    
        in the upcoming fiscal years, to pay, without further appropriation, for unanticipated or  
        unbudgeted costs of special education, or take any other action in relation thereto. 
       Proposed by the School Business Manager and  Finance Director. 
 
             D.   Chair  
   The Committee recognized Maureen Connolly for her nine years of service.  
   Mrs. Ward presented Mrs. Connolly with “the” plaque acknowledging her dedicated    
         service to the students of Duxbury: 2008-2017 – Vice Chair 2016-2017 
  
   V.      Presentations of Interest to the Committee 
 A.   FY18 Budget Recommendations 
        Dr. Tantillo reported that we would not be voting on the budget tonight as we have not  
        received the final numbers from the town.  
 
        Dr. Tantillo reviewed: 
      FY18 Budget Planning Guiding Principles 
      FY18 Program Priorities 
             Roadmap for Duxbury Education  
      District Cost Savings Strategies 
      Budget Development for FY2018 
      Potential Budget Risks for FY2018 
                          Budget Development Major Strategies 
          
      Dr. Tantillo noted that even with reductions & reallocations we reduced our  
       budget by 1.7 million dollars from our initial budget. 
      Budget needs now: contractual services, salaries, budget needs for next year. 
 
 B.   School Calendar 2017-2018 
        Dr. Tantillo reviewed the 2017-2018 School Calendar with the Committee.  
        Teachers start with professional development days on August 28 & 29, and students start on  
        August 30. 
 
        Professional development days are: October 20, December 4, January 12,  
        February 2, April 2, May 17 & June 1.  
 
  C.   Dr. Tantillo announced that ClearGov assisted in writing the following press release in   
   today’s Clipper. 
 
        The Duxbury school district announced that it has partnered with ClearGov to              
        launch a new website that makes school finances, test performance and demographics easier  
        to understand via a series of public dashboards. The platform also empowers district     
        administration with back-office tools to quickly compare district performance against similar      
        districts to make more informed and data driven. 
 
        The ClearGov for Schools platform leverages publicly available data from the Massachusetts   
        Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and turns voluminous and complex data 
        into easy-to-understand infographic-style websites for over 300 school districts across   
        Massachusetts, which are available to the public for free. Duxbury public schools have  
        upgraded and enhanced its publicly available transparency site with additional dashboards.   
         
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
              D.   Policy Updates  
                     Dr. Hunter discussed policy JEB and KEC  
     
   VI.      Comments from the Public 
               The Comments from the Public section of the meeting is an opportunity for members of the   
                community to address issues of concern about policy, budget, or administrative matters or share               
    ideas about how we can work together to improve the Duxbury Public Schools. We value your        
               input and respect divergent views; we only ask that you limit your remarks to two minutes and   
               refrain from airing grievances with individual members of the school community. Thank you. 
 
   VII.     Matters for School Committee Action 
   A.  Vote to Accept Entrance Age Policy JEB, and to change the word will to may in the 
   second paragraph 
  
          Motion:   Mrs. Connolly  
                Second:   Mrs. Adams     
                     Unanimous 
 
     Mr. Quigley discussed the high points of Dr. Antonucci’s contract.  
      Dr. Antonucci’s contract will be a three-year term.   
     Annual compensation review would be based on a performance review per DESE and would 
                      be the responsibility of the School Committee to look at annually as compensation.    
     Base pay would be $215,000.  Dr. Tantillo’s current has a base of $198,733.  
    
   B.   Vote to Accept Dr. Antonucci’s Contract as presented in summary terms  
    Motion:   Mrs. Connolly  
                Second:   Mrs. Adams     
                     Unanimous 
 
  VIII.       Correspondence and New Business 
     
 
  XII.           Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Next Meeting: Wednesday, January 11, 2017 – 7:00 p.m. – Alden School – Room 104 
 
 
 
 
  

 


